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¶ aŀȅ тǘƘ ϧ уǘƘ        
²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ ²ŀƴŘŜǊǎ 
DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ƻǳǊ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǾŜƴǘōǊƛǘŜΦŎƻƳκŜκ
ǿƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ-ǿŀƴŘŜǊǎ-ǝŎƪŜǘǎ-
мрмнлрннтфлт 

 

¶ aŀȅ уǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ aƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ 

                  .ƛǊŘ 5ŀȅΗΗΗ 

 

¶ aŀȅ фǘƘ IŀǇǇȅ  

                  aƻǘƘŜǊǎ 5ŀȅΗΗΗ 

 

¶ aŀȅ мнǘƘ tƭŀƴǘ ŀ   

                   CƭƻǿŜǊ 5ŀȅΗ 

 

 

 

¶ aŀȅ нлǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŜŜ 5ŀȅΗ 

 

¶ aŀȅ омǎǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΗ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ 

 

The Florida Keys offer a truly unique diversity of flora for plant 

enthusiasts, some of which occur nowhere else in the world. Our 

prevailing winds and tropical storms brought over many of the 

native plants that call our island home and is why much our 

flora more closely resembles that of the  Bahamas, Cuba, and 

the coastal Yucatan. As many of us are transplants ourselves 

from different parts of the world, we are unfamiliar with plants 

that thrive in our environment. In celebration of National   

Wildflower Week, we have included a few native wildflower  

suggestions to incorporate into your yards and gardens, to add 

color and attract a wide variety of pollinators including         

butterflies, bees, moths, and even birds. Adding these plants will 

help encourage insect diversity and will also require little to no 

additional water or fertilizer once established. For a more     

complete list of plants native to the Florida Keys visit Natives 

for your Neighborhoods: https://www.regionalconservation.org/

beta/nfyn/ .  

Blue porterweed, Stachytarpheta jamaicensis , is an easy-to-grow 

native groundcover that blooms year -round and attracts a wide 

variety of bees, butterflies, and moths; even hummingbirds have 

been seen using it as a nectar source. It will easily self -recruit, 

once established in the garden but can also be grown from seed 

by plucking the seeds out of the dried flower spikes or simply 

laying the dried spike in a pot and lightly covering with soil. 

Unfortunately, the non -native porterweed, S. cayennensis, is 

often sold as the native blue porterweed. It is listed as a        

category II invasive plant by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant 

Council (FLEPPC) and will hybridize with our native plant. The 

non-native grows more upright and has leaves with a more 

quilted, raised texture as seen in the last image.  

East Coast dune sunflower, Helianthus debilis  subsp. debilis  is 

endemic to the east coast of Florida and is an important        

stabilizer plant of beach dunes due to its long taproot.  Highly 

salt and drought tolerant, this plant is underutilized in        

landscape plantings. When planted en masse it provides striking 

color year -round and attracts bees, butterflies, moths and other 

éContinued on page 3 
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Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚icʟ 

 Monday, May 3rd 

Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Key West Garden Club 

1100 Atlantic Blvd.  

Key West 

Tuesday, May 11th  

Vʒᴏuʨʕ Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Landscape Hurricane  

Preparedness 

Call to Register (305)292-4501 

Saturday, May 15th 

Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Marathon Home Depot 

4555 O/S Hwy,  

Marathon 

Saturday, May 15th  

Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

9 a.m. to Noon 

KW Botanical Gardens 

5210 College Rd.              
Stock Island 

Wednesday, May 19th 

Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Upper Keys Garden Club 

94040 O/S Hwy.  

Tavernier 

Thursday, May 27th 

Plˉnʠ C˗˔˚iʉ 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Island Home Nursery 

88720 O/S Hwy. 

Islamorada 

Friday, May 28th  

Fl˛ˠidʆ Fˠɰˏnʬ˗ʦ Fˠidˉʦ 

12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 

Water Use in the Landscape  

Call to Register         
(305)292-4501 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildflower-wanders-tickets-151205227907
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildflower-wanders-tickets-151205227907
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildflower-wanders-tickets-151205227907
https://www.regionalconservation.org/beta/nfyn/
https://www.regionalconservation.org/beta/nfyn/


 

 

 

 

¶ Shelly taught the Florida Sea 

Grant Bite Sized Science program 

on Seahorses.  More than 74    

attendees across the United 

States learned more about       

seahorse biology, aquarium    

keeping, threats, and global     

conservation efforts.  Watch the 

recording here: https://

flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/

environmental -education/bite -

sized-science-webinar -series/ 

  
            The Environmental Horticulture Program and Master Gardener Volunteers remain  

                        dedicated to helping you with your plant related questions. 

 

Shelly recently accomplished the     
following activities: 

 

¶ Shelly was a guest lecturer at  

College of the Florida Keys about 

sponge restoration aquaculture 

for two courses:   Aquaculture and 

Marine Conservation.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

¶ Shelly is the 

Florida                 

representative of 

the NOAA       

National Sea 

Grant Office     

Fisheries        

Extension Network and          

participated in the quarterly call 

to update fisheries                   

representatives from all of the 

Sea Grant states about           

fishery -related issues in South 

Florida.  Representatives from at 

least 2 other states are         

modelling their own new        

programming based on Florida 

Friendly Fishing Guides.  

 

Shelly Krueger  

UF/IFAS Florida Sea Grant Agent  
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¶ Michelle attended the April             

Commission meeting where the City of 

Key West proclaimed April 30 th  as  

Arbor Day in the southernmost city to 

spread awareness of the benefits of 

trees, right plant right place, and    

encourage residents to plant more trees 

and seek out advice from  Monroe 

County Extension Service and the  

Urban Forester on plant selection.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Michelle recently accomplished the     
following activities: 

 

¶ Michelle and Karen DeMaria, City of Key 

West Urban Forester, worked with the 

city planting crew on planting a Krugõs 

Holly for Arbor Day and filmed a how -to 

video on proper planting for tree survival. 

The video will serve as a training tool for 

residents and county and municipal staff 

and will be posted to our YouTube      

channel for maximum accessibility.  

 

 

 

 
 

¶ The Environmental Horticulture      

program recognized 5 residential     

landscapes and 1 pocket park this 

month through the Florida Friendly 

Landscaping TM  program for their     

commitment to environmental         

stewardship and conservation. These 

residents have  reduced water use in the 

landscape, started home composting to 

reduce waste entering landfills,        

removed invasive species, and adopted 

Florida Friendly fertilization practices, 

in addition to other sustainable        

practices.  

 Michelle Leonard -Mularz  

UF/IFAS Environmental Horticulture Agent  Hʙᴏiˌ˃lˢˤɼʍ Nˏwʟ 

Seʆ Grˉnʠ Nˏwʟ 

Be sure to ñLikeò us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram! 

VISIT OUR OFFICE : 

Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or       

Call (305)292 -4501 to schedule an 

appointment  

FACEBOOK PAGE : 

Visit our Facebook page for updates, requests,           

information and so much more!  

https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension

CALL OUR OFFICE : 

(305)292-4501 

EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO : 

mastergardener@monroecounty -fl.gov 

 

Please include a detailed description of the 

problem and photos if available  

https://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/environmental-education/bite-sized-science-webinar-series/
https://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/environmental-education/bite-sized-science-webinar-series/
https://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/environmental-education/bite-sized-science-webinar-series/
https://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/environmental-education/bite-sized-science-webinar-series/
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
https://www.instagram.com/ufifas_extension_monroecounty/
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension/


 

Alicia recently accomplished the         
following activities: 

 

¶ Alicia worked with both the City 

of West Palm Beach and Volusia 

County to plan the program    

Climate Smart Floridians for 

their residents. She developed 

presentations to educate           

residents on the individual      

contributions to climate change.  
 

 
 

¶ Alicia worked with teachers to 

provide training and support for 

financial literacy education in the 

classroom.  

 
 
 

 

¶ Alicia worked with the Southeast 

Florida Climate Compact to finalize 

the (CCAT) Compact Climate     

Assessment Tool for municipalities 

in the region to report progress on 

climate mitigation and adaptation 

annually. The tool will be rolled out 

soon.  

¶ Alicia worked with the Association 

of Climate Change Officers to plan 

the first annual Climate Change 

Practitioner Summit coming in 

June.  

¶ Alicia practiced integrative          

negotiation while studying the   

Ocala to Osceola (O2O) wildlife   

corridor. She met with                  

representatives from North Florida 

Land Trust, USDA, NRCS and the 

Florida Wildlife Corridor. She    

studied conflict resolution,       

stakeholder engagement and       

facilitation around the need for    

balanced growth and conservation of 

this valuable resource.   

 

 

 

Alicia Betancourt  
UF/IFAS Family and Community Development Agent and  

Monroe County Extension Director  

PAGE 3 Educat ing  w i th  Ex tens ion  Newsle t te r   

Exɾˏnˡi˛ʘ D˔ɼect˛ʞÙʟ Nˏwʟ 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

insect pollinators and will self -seed once established. East 

Coast dune sunflower can become woody with age and  

pruning is recommended to encourage new growth. All    

subspecies are capable of hybridizing and it is recommended 

to use the  subspecies that is native to your specific region.  

Keys ageratum, Ageratum maritimum , is only native to 

Monroe County, Florida in the United States. It is listed as 

endangered by the state, which is a designation given to 

species that are in imminent danger of extinction  within the 

state. It is a beautiful, low -growing wildflower that blooms 

year-round and is highly attractive to a wide variety of    

butterflies. Seed is dispersed by wind and  readily self -seeds 

in the garden.  

Drought and salt tolerant, though it may need some        

supplemental water during extended periods of dry weather.  

Tickseed, Coreopsis leavenworthii , is almost entirely        

endemic to Florida, though it does also occur in two         

Alabama counties. Coreopsis is the Florida State wildflower 

and there are 12 different species native to Florida. It    

flowers year -round and needs space in the  garden to           

re-seed. It will perform better in soils with some organic 

content and plants can be cut back when the flowers are at 

the end of their bloom to produce another flush of flowers.  

Additional plants to consider:  

Beach creeper, Ernodea littoralis  

Frogfruit, Phyla nodiflora   

Pineland croton, Croton linearis  

Scorpionstail, Heliotropium angiospermum  

Sixangle foldwing, Dicliptera sexangularis  

Skyblue clustervine , Jacquemontia pentanthos  

Whitemouth dayflower, Commelina erecta (quickly spreads)  

Wild Sage, Lantana involucrata  

Wand goldenrod, Solidago stricta  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our wildflower demonstration garden in Key West to see 

these plants and more. To find plants locally, check with    

nurseries for availability; many plant retailers will bring in 

plants they do not typically carry upon request. The botanical 

gardens and garden clubs throughout the Keys offer plant sales 

certain days of the month too. Also, seeds of some species can be 

purchased through the Florida Wildflower Cooperative             

http://www.floridawildflowers.com/ .  

Happy planting!  

Florida Keys Wildflowers (2004) by Roger L. Hammer was used 

as a reference for this article.  

Be sure to ñLikeò us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram! 


